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Lorene McCormick Burkhart 
Author 
Owner Burkhart Network 

 
At the age of 75, Lorene McCormick Burkhart continues to challenge the status 
quo. Ignoring “old age-isms,” she forges ahead with her career of being an 
author, which originated at age 70 when she decided she probably had 20 good 
years remaining (so what was she to do?).  
 
That’s when she decided to found Burkhart Network, writing and publishing 
four books to date. Two new titles authored by Burkhart will be released in 
2010—Animal Tales and Sick of Doctors? Then do something about it! A 
Prescription for Patient Empowerment. She writes from the heart focusing on 
subject-matter areas that are meaningful to her.  
 
Burkhart’s first two books An Accidental Pioneer: A Farm Girl’s Drive to the 
Finish and Home on the Farm: If Chickens Could Talk are autobiographical 

accounts of her youth growing up on a farm in southern Indiana. Full of history, farm recipes and photos of her 
home, they are treasured by others who also grew up in rural areas of the country and shared similar experiences.  
 
Raccoon Tales Hip, Flip, Skip and Boo and their friend Stu and Raccoon Tales: Hip, Flip, Skip and Boo Go to the 
Zoo are based on stories Burkhart told her two sons when they were children. Preschoolers love these board books 
for their colorful illustrations and the fluffy removable raccoon tale attached to the book’s spine. Burkhart has 
generously donated a large quantity of these books to inner city schools in Indianapolis, sharing her love of 
reading with the community. 
 
Burkhart Network is committed to philanthropy. A portion of sales from each book title benefits a complementary 
non-profit cause. To date a portion of book sales have benefitted the United Way, the Indiana 4-H Foundation, the 
Indianapolis Children’s Museum and Indianapolis Public Schools.  
 
The philanthropic culture instilled in Burkhart Network reflects Burkhart’s passion for local and national causes 
developed during her long career, which she says always boils down to some type of teaching. A trend-setter, 
Burkhart was a working professional even before most women considered working outside the home. Her 
professions have included: home economics teacher, radio and television broadcaster (the Martha Stewart of the 
Midwest), and public relations and marketing executive. She often laughs about being the only woman executive 
at each job with the perk of having a private bathroom—the ladies room. 
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When Burkhart remarried in 1985, she decided not to work and discover what else life had to offer. In reflection 
two decades later, she realizes she shifted from a professional position for pay to a career that offered non-profit 
causes her time and talents pro bono. She became sought after by non-profit leaders nationally and locally 
providing advice, leadership and talent to a wide variety of causes. Her civic involvement totals more than 25 
boards and organizations focused on a wide-range of causes including arts, girls and women, education, health 
and elder services.  
 
She continues to pursue new ways to share her time, talent and resources with non-profit organizations. She is a 
trustee of the Indianapolis Museum of Art, is a board member of Dollars for Scholars (a part of the Scholarship of 
America), is on the national board of Professor Garfield Foundation and a member of the Purdue University board 
of the Center for Families. She is completing her third year judging the national college of social entrepreneur 
competition at Purdue University.  
 
Education and service are the benchmarks of Burkhart’s illustrious life and continue to serve as her guide posts. 
As a Purdue University alumnus, Burkhart has been instrumental in the success of the school’s most successful 
fundraising campaigns, leading the way with a $1 million pledge for the creation of the Center for Families within 
the School of Consumer and Family Sciences. Her many contributions have earned multiple awards and 
recognition at the local, state and national levels. She says most important to her are the honorary doctorate 
degrees granted by Purdue University and the University of Indianapolis, where she served as a trustee for 14 
years. She also has been named on two separate occasions a Sagamore of the Wabash by Indiana Governors for 
her philanthropic contributions within the state.  
 
For more information please visit www.BurkhartNetwork.com. 
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